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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 8-15-05 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 6-9.24 and 27-30 . 

3. [3 The drawings filed on 10 December 2003 ate accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment 
may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of 
such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Michael Caridi on 8-19-05.The application has 
been amended as follows: Please cancel claims 12 and 19-23. Also, 
amend claim 29, line 2 as follows " emitting an electron beam from an 
electron [bun] gun having a cathode and anode." 

Likewise, authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Stephen Adrian on 9-19-05. The application has 
been amended as follows: Please cancel claims 1-5, 10-11,13-18, and 25- 
26. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 6-9, 24 and 27-30 are allowed. The following is an examiner's 
statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest the claimed invention. 

2. Specifically, no teaching or obvious suggestion was found of the 
limitation " a detector for detecting secondary electron beams emanated 
from the sample surface; wherein the sample surface has a partial region 
which is providing a relatively weak region against dielectric breakdown 
being caused by irradiating the electron beam; and controller for controlling 
the electron beam so as not to be irradiating the weak region, wherein the 
weak region has a gate oxide film of a transistor formed thereon and an 
electric connection with the region of the gate oxide film" in combination 
with the other recited limitations of claim 6. 

3. Likewise, no teaching or obvious suggestion was found of the 
limitation " a controller for controlling the electron beam with a small dose 
level of the electron beam for a relatively weak region against dielectric 
breakdown being caused by irradiating the electron beam" along the other 
recited limitations of claim 27. 
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4. Similarly, no teaching or obvious suggestion was found of the 
limitation " specifying a partial region on the sample surface which is a 
relatively weak region against dielectric breakdown being caused by 
irradiating the electron beam, and controlling the electron beam so as not 
to be irradiated onto the weak region" in combination with the other recited 
limitations of claim 29. Claim 30 recites further "segmenting the sample into 
a region weak against dielectric breakdown and the other region" and was 
not found in the recited combination. 

5. Claims 7-9, 24 and 28 are allowed by virtue of their dependency. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted 

no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, 
should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be 
clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Kalimah Fernandez whose 
telephone number is 571-272-2470. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon-Tues 6:30-3:30; Wed-Thurs 8-5 and Fri.9am-6 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John R. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2477. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



kf 



